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Background

Education

• BS Accounting MAcc Accounting Information 

Systems from Brigham Young U.

• CPA

Industry experience

• 30+ years in SAP, ERP, finance, analytics, consulting, 

and systems implementation

• PWC, Accenture, Cargill, Dana

Teaching experience

• Joined Bowling Green State University about three 

years ago

• Teach IS, Accounting and occasionally Supply Chain 

and Management classes



• Share ERPsim experience - generate discussion 

and exchange ideas.

• Status - Advanced beginner — two years in, 

many lessons learned, many questions 

remaining.

• Approach - Experiment, adjust, keep what 

works, improve what does not.

• Goal – Use ERPsim to enhance student learning 

across different courses and levels



2 Years using ERPsim

3 Games used: Maple, Logistics, Manufacturing

4 Courses: three undergraduate + one MBA

15 Class sections taught, across multiple courses

45 Typical class size, ranging 10 to 60 students

500 Approximate total student players to date

1 Small but growing SAP Club





Getting Started 
• Attended ERPsim Montreal conference, talked with faculty and 

ERPsim experts
• Completed training course
• Worked through documentation and setup materials

• Documentation is really good!! 
• And they do update it

First pilot
• Ran Logistics Introduction in IS2000, started with low 

expectations
• Treated the class as willing “guinea pigs”
• Played two or three times, feedback showed real potential
• First attempt was rough, but good enough to prove ERPsim 

could work in my course



Early learning 
“Figure it out” did not work for introductory 
students. Need context and walk-throughs. At least 
in the beginning.

Current approach
• Teach the game before expecting strategy
• Walk through mechanics and basic decisions
• Demonstrate transactions, build confidence
• Add complexity gradually
• Use competition for energy
• Use reflection and debriefing for learning
• Students require some teaching, before they take 

off on their own 



Expanding Across Courses
Expansion path
• Added ERPsim more intentionally to IS2000 with 

Logistics Extended
• Added ERPsim to IS3500 alongside SAP Bicycle

• Students strongly preferred ERPsim and 
stopped using SAP Bicycle

• Added Maple Game as an introduction to the 
game

• Tried out in an MBA Class – introducing better 
and better analytics

• Supply Chain Class – 3 week capstone using 
Manufacturing game

• SAP Club



Maple Game - Bridge – Manual before ERP

Why Maple first?
Students physically experience business process flow 
before entering an integrated system.
Students experience
• Procurement, manufacturing, sales, and accounting
• Team coordination and process flow
• Manual transaction recording
• Operational decisions becoming financial outcomes
How I use it
• Two class periods
• First play: instructor walkthrough
• Second play: student improvement and comparison
• Spreadsheet: transactions → P&L, balance sheet, net 

income
• The goal is not perfect scoring; the goal is helping 

students feel why ERP matters.



1. Start small with a pilot before scaling.

2. Demo - students repeat transactions with you.

3. Need to play a couple of times for learning to occur.

4. Use Maple Game as an introduction.

5. Use competition incentives to create engagement.

6. Debrief after each round.

7. Have all technical stuff ready before class.

8. Have a partner to help you, if possible.

9. Have winning teams explain their strategy.

10.Use Logistics for intro.  Manufacturing to go deep.

11.Get feedback to improve game for next semester.

12.Have fun – it’s a game.







ERPsim Academic Edition
© 2004-2026, ERPsim Lab, HEC Montréal.

Commercial version
powered by

Integrated Business Processes

Without ERPsim With ERPsim



ERPsim Academic Edition
© 2004-2026, ERPsim Lab, HEC Montréal.

Commercial version
powered by

Course and Curricula Example



Commercial version
powered by

ERPsim Academic Edition
© 2004-2026  HEC Montréal – ERPsim Lab.

321

Maple Card
Game

654 987 121110

ERPsim
Maple + Analytics

Business Builders
The Maple Heir

321

ERPsim
Manufacturing Intro

654 987 121110

Business Builders
International Expansion

ERPsim
Manufacturing Extended

CURRICULUM EXAMPLE 2

CURRICULUM EXAMPLE 1

WEEK

WEEK

Leverage the synergy between the
ERPsim Lab solutions and your classroom curriculum?

ERPsim
Manufacturing Sustainability w/Disruptors



Commercial version
powered by

ERPsim Academic Edition
© 2004-2026  HEC Montréal – ERPsim Lab.

Leverage the synergy between
ERPsim and SAP Learning Hub?



Commercial version
powered by

ERPsim Academic Edition
© 2004-2026  HEC Montréal – ERPsim Lab.

Get Started with ERPsim (via SAP UA / UCC)



Commercial version
powered by

ERPsim Academic Edition
© 2004-2026  HEC Montréal – ERPsim Lab.

Get Started with ERPsim In-A-Box





Commercial version
powered by

ERPsim Academic Edition
© 2004-2026  HEC Montréal – ERPsim Lab.

ERPsim Digital Badges

Hanna Weber
This badge certifies that the recipient has successfully completed a course using the ERPsim Manufacturing Sustainability Game 
The earner demonstrated practical competency in managing a company within a real-time SAP S/4HANA ERP environment.

OF ACHIEVEMENT



Commercial version
powered by

ERPsim Academic Edition
© 2004-2026  HEC Montréal – ERPsim Lab.

ERPsim Digital Badges Criteria

Issuer
• ERPsim Level 2 Certification (latest)

Recipient
• Per-Student Academic License



Commercial version
powered by

ERPsim Academic Edition
© 2004-2026  HEC Montréal – ERPsim Lab.



Commercial version
powered by

ERPsim Academic Edition
© 2004-2026  HEC Montréal – ERPsim Lab.



Serious games to learn enterprise 
systems and business analytics

Thank you!
Learn more about ERPsim Lab

erpsim.hec.ca erpsim@hec.ca
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